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8 AIRPORT TRANSFERS

B@irut Rafic Hariri International Airport is about 20-30
mmutes from the city center (without traffic).

~ Avoid taking random taxis at arrivals - it’'s best to pre-
book a ride.

We recommend booking with Allo Taxi (app available).
Your driver can wait for you inside the arrivals area with
a hame sign.You can also ask your hotel or guesthouse
to arrange a trusted airport pickup on your behalf

The average fare to central Beirut is around $25-35
USD.

= TAXI

*Uber operates in Lebanon, mainly in Beirut and along
the coast. You can book directly in the app, though
most drivers accept cash only.

* Allo Taxi remains the most reliable local option, with
fixed rates and professional drivers.

*|f you're planning day trips outside Beirut, you can also
book a dedicated taxi or private chauffeur for the day
through.
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND 2026

MONEY & PAYMENTS

Many places in Beirut now accept cards - especially
restaurants and hotels - but cash remains essential
for taxis, markets, and smaller cafes.

¥ Currencies
eThe Lebanese Pound (LBP) and US Dollar (USD) are
both used daily.

eMost restaurants, shops, and hotels now list prices in
USD.

elVhen you pay in USD, you’ll usually get your change
in a mix of USD and LBP.

REEZLIA9A iloh ‘

eRevolut works perfectly in Lebanon, and you can

pay directly in USD without hidden fees or bad
conversion rates.

eAvoid paying by traditional bank cards (they often

still process at Lebanon’s old “official” exchange
rate).

eATMs exist, but not all dispense USD, and fees can

vary. So bring enough cash and a revolut card with
you to avoid withdrawals.

€ Exchange Tips

*Bring USD cash from your home country - you’ll
get a better and more stable rate abroad than

exchanging inside Lebab
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND

COFFEE, BREAKFA
& SNACKS

Start your day the Beirut way - slow, sunny, and With
great coffee (and always a man’oushe). Th - “;x our

SSS

’ ..r,!.J:

favourite spots to grab a morning brey » o " *
Lebanese breakfast before x,olor/ng | "

& Coffee & break"as .

Wy "‘»,' 4\
~ &

*Kalei Coffee Co. (Mar Mikhael
staple. Beautiful courtyards, r. ' i'
and a relaxed creative crowd.

eBeyt (Gemmayze) - Hldden e
this charming garden cafe.

e[ evant (Gemmayze) —
L ebanese-inspired breakfaé';

*Sip (Gemmayze) - Mm/maf

eAbou Chadi (Gemmayze) 4 b
bakery serving perfectly cris D
man’oushe. i ‘3

eThe Lebanese Bakery (Achr
delicious. Try the zaatar & Iab
and cucumber. ~

¢ Sweat treats ™ .

eHanna Mitri (Achrafieh) - Unoff/c:/ally Le c--‘ ’- ‘
ice cream. Tiny, old-school,and /egendary. All the
flavours are divine. Try the croquant, pistachio, or halib
(milk) (my personal favourite).

eDouaihy Sweets (Sassine Square, Achrafieh) - 10-
15 min walk from Mar Mikhael; one of the most beloved
pastry shops in Beirut. Great knafeh, baklava, and
maamoul.
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND 2026

DINER & DRINKS

Whether you’'re in the mood for a casual bite or a proper sit-
down meal, Beirut does lunch beautifully - bold flavours,
fresh ingredients, and a mix of tradition and modern flair.

‘+In Beirut

eAleb Beirut (Gemmayze) — Natural wine and food bar
with a cozy atmosphere, great music, and an easy-going
crowd.

eThe Terrible Prince (Mar Mikhael) —.Great mood, great
crowd, delicious sharing food and cocktails; cool vibe
Inside and a lively terrace outside.

sSuperchief (Mar Mikhael) — Retro-inspired bar with
DJs, a fun crowd, and great bites.

eKissproof (Gemmayze) — Always buzzing,; perfect for
drinks & snhacks.

eCyrano (Mar Mikhael) — French-style wine bar with a
relaxed terrace and great bottles.

esMaracai (Gemmayzeh) — Mexican-inspired bar with
bold cocktails and good bites.

eHouse of Butlers (Achrafieh) — Elegant, classic
cocktail bar with refined service.

sAlbergo Swim Club & Rooftop (Achrafieh) — Timeless
Beirut classic; poolside cocktails~and skyline views.

eJacaranda (Mar Mikhael) — Elegant restaurant tucked
In a lush courtyard with nice dishes, natural wine, and a
slower pace.

eBaron (Mar Mikhael) - Modern Mediterranean
restaurant with a seasonal menu.

- *Father & Bun (Gemmayzeh) — Restaurant and bar
9 serving elevated comfort food and craft cocktails in a

industrial space.

09

)
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND 2026

BEACH TIME

Lebanon’s coastline is small but full of character - from old-
school Beirut swims to laid-back coves and polished beach
clubs.

“_Close to Beirut

Sporting Club (Manara, Ras Beirut) — A true Beirut icon
since the 1950s. Rocky terraces, saltwater pools, and
unbeatable sea views. Around $20 entry. You can order
food right to your transat - It’s excellent. My ritual: carrots
with Lemon to snack & Mexican beer first (you should try
it), then a chich taouk sandwich.

@ For a Seated Lunch & Swim

Jammal (Batroun) — Elegant seaside restaurant with a
small private beach — perfect for a long lunch and a swim
after. Entry included with lunch.

Joining (Amchit) - Minimalist and effortlessly cool, with
infinity views, good rfood, and a local creative crowd. Free
access — just order from the restaurant or bar.

Fidar Beach House (Byblos coast) — Seaside restaurant
with lunch right on the water, good seafood and direct
beach access. Free beach access with lunch.

™ For a Full relaxed bemfh‘“ 3

Lazy B (Jiyeh) - Lebanon’s best-known beach reseA'-'j
Multiple pools, private coves, and attentuz,e servicein a

relaxed setting. Around $25-30 ent/y‘ il =
Butlers Beach (Batroun)»’ The ch/c seaside ﬂ
of House of Butlers-— Argpqad $3U 40-entry. &7

® Tip: Always bring caS%"' not all beach spots take cards. ..
Most offer ShC.)_-WeFS, and full restaurant serwce{-/fghdut lr—




. Fashion

Nouvelle Vague (Gemmayze) —Curated vint:

-Vanina (Gemmayze) - Creative studio and
brand merging fashion.

Depot Vente Beiru [tawi)— Beirut’s go-
destinati non curated-v#rrtage.

e

— | .:‘.
Selma (Achrafieh) — Lebanes k S
beautifully packaged hand s ns, and scents.

‘Helwe (Achrafiyeh) = Hand Lebanese skincar
and body care made“#i'bm natural ingredients%

-

‘-

@ Food & Local Gifts - |

Souk El Tayeb (Mar Mikhael) — Held de
morning, this market gath‘;ersjﬂérl pr om
across Lebanon. The best place to pick up_eaible

souvenirs - zaatar, hon e
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND 2026

MUSEUM & ART

Beirut’s culture is a mix of history, resilience, and creativity -
reflected in its museums, restored landmarks, and
contemporary galleries. Here are some suggestions:

'+ In Beirut

eSursock Museum (Achrafieh) — A Beirut landmark
housed in a Venetian-Ottoman villa, dedicated to
modern and contemporary art. The museum is free to
visit, with rotating exhibitions by Lebanese and regional
artists. Don’t miss Em Sherif Museum Café in the
garden - perfect for coffee, lunch, or an evening drink
after your visit.

eNational Museum of Beirut (Badaro) — Lebanon’s most
Important archaeological museum, tracing the country’s
history from prehistory to the Ottoman era. Beautifully
restored and easy to visit.

eBeit Beirut (Sodeco) - A museum and urban memory
space located in a restored war-scarred building. Offers
a powerful glimpse into Beirut’s modern h/s.tory and

architecture. |
_ *Marfa’ Projects (Ka Ma) Conmk@‘

*sd,"opo?”ﬁﬁé emerglng ebanese and regional artists.
Minimalist, sharp, and always relevant.

sMim - The Mineral Museum of Beirut. An impressive
collection of natural minerals

© Beyond Beirut

‘Nabu Museum (El Heri, near Batroun) - A
stunning seaside museum housing contemporary
art, ancient artifacts, and rotating exhibitions.
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11am - visit the Baalbek Roman Temples q J
Impotrtant archaeological sites in the Middle East. Explore
the Temple of Jupiter with its massive columns, the
remarkably well-preserved Temple.of Bacchus and the
smaller Temple of Venus. ay

&

1pm — lunch at the historic Palmyra"Hotel, located directly
across from the ruins. Built in 1874, the Palmyra is a
' nark in its own right: original furn/ture handwritten
guest books, and a ong7
Cocteau and Lamartine to Nina Simone and Charles de
/I ach here feels like stepping into another era.
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10.30am — continue to Beiteddine Palace .ebanon’s ™
most beautiful 19th-century palace. Wander through the g
courtyards, fountains, and halls, andvisit the mosaic
museum. It’'s calm, well-preserved, and very

photogenic.

12.30pm — head to lunch in the moyra;tams Here are a

few options depending on your mood:
- Beit el Qamar =¢osy, authentic, and beautifully set in a
mg;, Jsestereq' stone house. Perfect for a warm, intimate

_ lunch in the heart of the Chouf.
e Mir Amm Palace - classic, elegant, and perfect for a long
lunch with panoram/c VIeWS

-V-.

homemade dishes (also great for pottery shopping).

' 3pm ~ vislt the Chouf Cedar Reserve, one of
. Lebanon’s largest protected cedar forests. Enjoy a
short walk among ancient cedar trees — the air is
crisp and the setting is magical.

6pm - drive back to Beirut, usually with beautiful
light over the mountains or you can also sleep in the
region Iin guesthouses like Bouyouti, Bkerzay, La
maison des sources.
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DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND

PRACTICAL INFOS

Phones & Internet

Data roaming is very expensive in Lebanon so make
sure to turn off “Data Roaming” before you land, and

buying a pre-paid SIM card once you arrive in Beirut.
Me ile, hote aurants offer WiFi
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https://www.touch.com.lb/autoforms/portal/touch/support/store-locator
https://www.touch.com.lb/autoforms/portal/touch/support/store-locator
https://www.touch.com.lb/autoforms/portal/touch/support/store-locator
https://apps.apple.com/jo/app/toters-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B2/id1015006220?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.alfa.com.lb/en/find-a-store#storemap
https://www.alfa.com.lb/en/find-a-store#storemap

DISCOVER BEIRUT & BEYOND 2026

PRACTICAL INFOS

Reservations

[Lebanon runs almost entirely on reservations, especially
In Beirut, Batroun, and on weekends.

Restaurants, beach clubs, wine estates, and even some
cafes can fill up quickly — sometimes days in advance.
It’s best to book ahead, even for casual spots, to avoid
surprises.

Tipping Culture

Tipping is part of daily life in Lebanon and is always
appreciated.

Restaurants: 10-15%

Cafes: round up or leave a small tip

Delivery drivers: add a little extra when you can
Taxis: not mandatory, but rounding up iIs common

Military Checkpoints

In Lebanon You’ll see military checkpoints on highways
and at the entrances of some regions in Lebanon. This
IS completely normal and not a sign of danger.

Traffic & Driving Etiquette

Traffic can be chaotic, especially in Beirut. Honking Is
normal, lane discipline is flexible, and scooters appear
from everywhere. If you’re not comfortable driving in
these conditionsﬁ it’s. better to hire a driver for day trips.

Important Phone Numbers

Melissa (WhatSApp call): +3'80662929994

Othman (WhatsApp call): +,33

Lebanese Red C?’oss (AmbUJa{vce) D/a/ 140 or +961 5

924 01.7 - '

Police: Dial ’1. R LN
- o 4] - ‘
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